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To the CLERGY. 


GIG BRETHREN, 


| THE Glloviias Diſcourſe, havieg been deliverack i in the Archdea- 
| conry of Eſſex, is, in that reſpect, local; but with regard to its 
Deſign, general. It was not calculated, as ſome ſcem miſtakingly to 
have ſuppoſed, for a particular Spot; or the Meridian of the Hun- 
dteds: The Subject of it is equally applicable to any Place. Excep- 
tions have alſo been made, as if its Tendency was to caſt Reflections 
upon the whole Body, indiſcriminately. As this was by no means 
intended, I ſhould be extremely ſorry to have it ſo underſtood. The 
bad alone are here Objects of Cenſure; and I ſuppoſe it will be 
granted me there are ſome ſuch. The Stile has likewiſe been ob- 
jected to, as too cenſorious, and abuſive: Though I know of no In- 
decency of Language it contains. Some ſharp Reproofs it may. If 
an honeſt Indignation, for what every conſiderate Perſon muſt dif- 
approve, hath cauſed me to forfeit the good Opinion of any of my 
Brethren, whoſe Eſteem I might otherwiſe value, I ſhall always re- 
gret it; but by no means repent of the Occaſion. In my humble 
Opinion, there is no being too ſevere upon clerical Culprits : I mean 
ſuch as are notorious bad Livers. For, as Fordyce * juſtly obſerves, 
„Men are more affected by Example than Inſtruction, and will be 
more prone to imitate the Villain, than to mind the Preacher. — His 
very Breath, adds he, will appear infected by the Foulneſs and Rot- 
tenneſs that is within him, and the Subject itſelf ſeem polluted, com- 


ing 
* W 169. . 
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ing through ſuch defiled Hands“ Dr. Hall, + Biſhop of Norwich, 

tells, us that, „a wicked Prieſt is the worſt Creature upon Earth: 
Who are Devils, ſays he, but they which were once Angels of 
Light?” The Reader may here ſee that I am not fingular in Seyerity 
of Language. Indeed, our Exhortations are, in no Inſtance, like to 
do any gobd, if we mince the Matter, and are afraid to ſpeak out.— 
Again, the Subject was thought unſeaſonable, (But when more pro- 
per than at a Viſitation?) As the Huſbandman, who intends to reap, 
muſt not too curiouſly regard Wind and Weather; ſo we muſt not 
attend to the Humours of Mankind; but to Neceſſity, Conſcience, 
and Duty.—It was thought improper too, upon another Occaſion ; 
becauſe there were not a greater Number of the Clergy preſent. 
That was not my Fault. That Defe& will now be amply ſupplied 
by its Publication. It is ridiculous to imagine, that becauſe the bad 
are expoſed, it muſt affect the whole. Do the Mal- practices of x 
few falſe Patriots, affix any Stigma upon real Lovers of their Coun- 
try? Or, do the vicious, of any Denomination, place the virtuous 


Part of Mankind in.a worſe Light? It would be a vain Attempt, if 


any were ſo malignantly diſpoſed, to depreciate the Majority of the 
Engliſh Clergy,. whoſe Reputation for Virtue, as well as Learning, 
hath been long acknowledged, and: eſtabliſhed ; and it is the ſuffrage 
of their very Enemies, that. taken as a collective Body, they have as 
few Blemiſhes as any Clergy upon Earth: But there is no Perfection 
here below.: The Sun is not without its Spots: So it cannot be ex- 
pected but that there ſhould be ſome Imperſection here. We can- 
not indeed pretend to calculate the exact Proportion which the bad 
bear to the good: Let it ſuffice, that the latter are by much ſuperior, 
in point of Numbers. But if there were fewer than there are, of 
ſuch complicated bad Characters, as herein repreſented, or they 
were only. partially culpable; Muſt: therefore no Notice be taken of 
them? Is the Evil to be ſuffered to increaſe ? The Office of. Cenſor 
is indeed difagreeable ; but it is neceſſary ſome-ſhould ſupply it: As 
for ecclefiaſtical Cenſures, even if they were impoſed, ſuch as: zheſe, 
pay no more regard to them than they. would to the Pope's Bull. — 
In a. Word, I cannot perſuade myſelf, that.any. rea/>good Perſon of 
our Order, will ſo much as appear to juſtify the HH Behavi 


+; Contemplations. 
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their Brethren, or manifeſt any Diſapprobation at their juſt Reproof; 
but rather with that every Clergyman, who does not act in Confor- 
mity to his Character, was diſcarded ; or if that cannot be, made 
aſhamed. 

I hall uherefore make n no 3 ſor my Animadverbens on the 
guilty, I only beſpeak the Candour of my Brethren, : conſider 
what I have ſaid, as not meant to reflect Contempt upon thein in 
general; but rather a hearty Deſire to reſcue them from it, by mak- 
ing—the juſt Diſtinction.Whoever walks worthy his Vocation 
can have no Reaſon. to apply any Part of the ae, to himſelf: If 
there are any conſcious of a contrary Behaviour, they may depend 
upon it they are the Perſons aimed at. It has been already ack now. 
ledged by the Caviller, * on account of whole very illiberal Cenſures 
I have ſubmitted to Publication, that the enſuing Diſcourſe contains 
much Truth.—The offenſive Sermon is now laid before the Public 
for their Inſpection, by whoſe Deciſion I ſhall be acquitted, or con- 
demned. I am not conſcious of having advanced any thing which 
I cannot juſtify—anxious, only to exculpate myſelf from the Charge 
of Calumny, I ſubmit to be tried by my Peers; profeſſing myſelf an 
| Admirer of all my deſerving Brethren, and ſhall ever think it ho- 
nourable to merit their Eſteem and Acquaintance: But for the reſt—- 


Give me leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Reverend, and worthy Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
5 Sincere. Friend, and 
 North-Shoebury, Effex,  MWell-wiſher, 
June 21, 1787. | W. L. PHILLIP 8. 


E Chelmsford Chronicle, June 15, 1787. 
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As the following Sermon was not originally intended to be 
rinted, and on account of my Diſtance from the Preſs, I muſt be 
fndulge gence with regard to willing Inaceuracies, or eee ; 

Errors, if any ſhould occur. 


re 


Jonx, Chap. XIII, Verſe 10. latter Part; 


ue are chan but not all. 
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HERE has ever been an Intermixture of Good and Evil in 

this World. In large Communities it muſt be expected. 
Neither civil, nor eccleſiaſtic, admit of Exception. Even that 
ſmall Society ſelected by our Lord, produced a Judas. In the 
little College of Apoſtles there was a corrupt Member. Have 
not I choſen you twelve, ſays he, and one of you is a Devil.* Good 
reaſon had St. Paul to give Charge to Timothy, to lay Hands 
ſuddenly on no Man. After the greateſt Precautions, there will 
be ſome” unworthy Intruders. It is impoflible, for merely hu- 
man Sagacity, to penetrate the Heart. He only who knew what 
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(2) : 
was in Man, could thus nicely diſcriminate, When in the Ack 
of Waſhing his Diſciples Feet, he detected the Hypocrite, and 
notwithſtanding ſpecious Appearances, poſtively affirmed they were 
not all clean; which Speech had a plain Reference, not to natural 
Pollution; but moral Turpitude—T heſe. Twelve were an Epitome 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy: Judas an Emblem of its corrupt 
Part, As in the Parable,* the Net caſt into the Sea contained both 
good and bad Fifhes; ſo the clerical Body hath its proportionate 
Commixture of Evil. To its Credit however, it is Boped, it may 
with Truth be aſſerted, that the good predominate: This, neverthe- 
leſs, does not apologize for the Evil that remains. It muſt be ac- 
knowledged, there are too many exceptionable Characters among the 
Clergy, and there are, it is to be feared, few, who cannot recognize 
ſome ſad-Inſtances, within the Circle of their own Knowledge.— It 
may be aſked, To what Purpoſe is it to hold forth a Grievance 
which all deplore, but none can redreſs ? The anſwer is, that the 
Miſchiefs arifing from clerical Miſconduct are of ſuch Magnitude, as 
to rendgt it neceſſary, at leaſt to preſerve a Diſtinction between the 
good and the bad —a Diſtinction, it is conceived, not ſufficiently 
attended to, for the Encouragement of the one, and a check to the 
other There is no need, indeed, to contribute to the popular Odium, 
by a Publication of the Errors of the Clergy: But, when it is con- 
ſidered, that generally, the Blame is indiſcriminate; and ſince the 
Cauſe originates in the ill Behaviour of ſome Individuals, they de- 
ſerve to be held up to Contempt. Such as do not merit it, can have 
no Part in the Cenſure. Let them therefore take the Shame, to 
hom it belongs— It would be abſurd to look for from the Clergy, 
more than other Men, a total Exemption from Failings. Every one 
muſt be too ſenſible of their own Infirmities. We ought not to 
exact a greater Degree of Perfection from human Nature, than it 
will bear: But Virtue, Decency, and Propriety of Behaviour, are 
juſtly expected from our Order; and it is here meant only to repro- 
bate Immorality, Indecorum, and Impropriety.—As we would not 
with to exclude. out of our Liſt ot worthy Clergymen, all but 
thoſe of the moſt ſhining Virtues, and exalted Qualities, which 
are rare Phenomena; ſo neither can we admit into that Num- 
ber, ſuch whoſe Conduct is glaringly reprehenſible, and who re- 

85 | „„ fuſe 
Matth. xiii, 47. 


1 
fiſt to comply with neceſſary Rules and Regulations. Theſe are 
deſervedly ſtigmatized. 
1 Qſhall now proceed to gire a specimen of my Meaning, more 5 
particularly, by comprizing what I have to ſay upon the Subject, 
under the four general Heads of—Immoral Conduct; —Profeſſional 
Ignorance mn" to "mn and laſtly, —Artachment to the 
Works! 5. 
And firſt, for tmr Gondu ; one of the worlt Features i in the 
| elevical Character. There may be other Things reprehenſible; yet 
are they more tolerable than Immorality. An immoral Clergyman, 
is a Contradiction in Terms. His Practice is an Outrage upon Re- 
ligion, whoſe Advocate he profeſſes to be; a Violation of thoſe Rules 
by which he pretends to model the Manners of others. One Species 
of Immorality, perhaps leaſt defenſible, is Intemperance. For him, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to recommend Reſtraint of Appetite, not to be 
able to govern himſelf; but to be ſunk in Ebriety, is highly cenſur- 
able. A Clergyman, as a Philoſopher, as well as Divine, knows, 
that every Degree of Exceſs, beyond the Requiſitions of Nature, 
ſubjects not only to temporal Inconvenience, by injuring the Body; 
but is a Preliminary to ſpiritual Ruin. Thus he inſtructs others; 
but, undeſcribable Folly ! publiſhes his Diſbelief, at leaſt Diſregard 
of his own Doctrine, by practiſing what he condemns. And even 
ſhould he be cautious not to meet the public Eye, he is not leſs - 
guilty : Beſides, a Clergyman has a Multiplicity of ſecret Obſervers, . 
and ſeeing the World is cenſorious, he muſt, if he would feem- 
blameleſs, avoid the Appearance of Evil : Whereas, the Suſpicion. 
of Intoxication, is enough to ruin him in the Opinion of his 
Pariſhioners. In conſequence, for ſuch to be Votaries to Bacchus, I 
bottle Companions, and almoſt conſtant Reſidents under thoſe Roofs, 
where they muſt neceſſarily become Eye, and Ear-witneſfes, of 
many Tranſactions incompatible with their Profeffion, muſt, if it 
| ſhould not offend their own Delicacy, prove an' indelible Stain to 
_ Reputation; and to be regardleſs of that, is the Character of 
a Reprobate.—Another Species of Miſcondu& too often diſcernable 
in ſome of our Order is, Diffoluteneſs—a Purſuit of thoſe wanton 
Pleaſures, which, notwithftanding the Sanction that modern Prac- 
tice confers on them, our holy Religion condemns. When a Clergy- 


man l into the Arts of Seduction, and. becomes a Libertine by 
C. | 8 " FO y 


was remarked on as a piece of Oſtentation. 
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Profeſſion, he muſt be viewed with Abhorrence; he muſt be con- 
ſidered, (excuſe the Aſperity of the Expreſſion,) as no better than 
Satan in Diſguiſe. For ſuch an one to make a Trade ef De- 
bauchery, and to pactice it intentionally, is the Summit of Vile- 
neſs. Well may thoſe who are without the ſacred Pale, meet 
with Excuſe, if Eli's Sons dare thus to tranſgreſs, under Covert 
of the Tabernacle. Yet, Zell it not in Gath, there are thoſe, of 


the ſacred Order too, -who pique themſelves on their Gallantries, 


who -profeſs to entertain faſhionable Sentiments on thoſe indiſcrimi- 
nate Purſuits, and who do themſelves contribute to female Ruin and 
Wretchedneſs. Are theſe Miniſters of Chriſt's Goſpel ? Surely no.: 
We muſt diſclaim-them : They are among us, it is true; but not of 
us. Spiritual Lepers | Outcaſts ! Unclean !—An immoderate Degree 


of Gaiety in our Line, is, if not criminal, at leaſt, ſuſpicious, 
Even the Exterior of Dreſs becomes a Matter of Conſequence to us. 


Yet we ſee ſome, wantonly breaking the Bounds of the common 
Eſtimation of Decency in this reſpect, and appearing ſo extremely 
uncharacteriſtic of their Profeſſion as ſcarce to be known, «© /azet 
anguis in Herba *. Should there be no moral Evil in Modes of 
Habit, it certainly argues Levity, or ſomething worſe, when a 
Clergyman will adopt a cuſtom which combats the, general Idea of 


Decorum.—Vulgarity of Manners is what degrades others; an Ad- 


herence to low Company, and mean Amuſements. Relaxations are 
undoubtedly neceſſary. A Clergyman ought not to be denied ſuch 


Pleaſures as are eligible to himfelf ; but he ought to ſelect ſuch as 


are adapted to the Gravity of his Character. Thoſe tumultuous Di- 
vertiſements, in which ſome of our Brethren chuſe to ſignalize them- 


ſelves, are utterly unſuitable to our Profeſſion.: For a Divine to be 


at the Head of a Mob, to act in inferior Cabals, to involve himſelf 


in Party Diſputes, and interfere in Buſineſſes foreign to his Depart- 


ment, is acting with great Impropriety, and is a Proſtitution of Time 
and Talents, equally unworthy, and unbecoming. It is letting him- 


ſelf down. 30 far is ſuch Popularity from rendering him-of Con- 


ſequence, as it is apprehended, it really excites Diſguſt, and Con- 
„ 1 nt. 
* Engliſhed—There's a Snake in the Grafs. —paraphrafed— There's Miſchief under Covert.— 


B. It is known not to be my ordinary Cuſtom, to talk in Latin to my Audience; but as I 
was ſpeaking before Men of Learning, I thought there could be no Impropriety in introducing 
this Fragment of the Heathen Poet, . eſpecially as it coincided with my Obſervation:; yet this 


A 5 ) 
tempt. . Sn can no otherwiſe preſerve Respect, but by 


ſuitable Deportment, — walking worthy his Vocation. 
Another thing, by which ſome of our Calling diſgrace themſelves 
is, Ignorance. introduce this as a collateral Conſequence of bad 
Morals. For, thoſe who- ſpend their Time in Idleneſs, and Vice, 
have no Opportunities of becoming wiſer. By Ignorance, .I would 
be underſtood to mean, the want of that Kind of Knowledge which 
is more peculiarly neceſſary in our Profeſſion. .The Claſs I am de- 
ſcribing, are, for the moſt part, ſhamefully unſcientific in the Know- 
ledge of Sacred Things ; generally, ſo unacquainted with their Bible, 
as ſcarce to know its Contents; much leſs its Meaning. Such, 
mult be totally unqualified to inſtruct others; for it is in vain to 
expect Brick without Straw; or that a Perſon ſhould be a Work- 
man in any Profeſſion, who is deſtitute of Tools. A Clergyman 
muſt neceſſarily be a Student; for without a. proper Degree of Ap- 
lication, it is morally impoſſible he ſhould improve his own, or 
other People's Minds. If he fits down content with what is already 
done to his Hands, it will entitle him to the Character of a Slothful 
Servant. Scripture Knowledge, and Compoſition, are a principal 
Part of his Buſineſs, in which he muſt be frequently occupied, 
to be a. tolerable Maſter in his Art. Inſtead of which we 
ſee . ſome eternally loitering away their Time in |. uſeleſs 
Company, and in a round of frivolous Amuſements. What 
is the Conſequence? They become rediculous in their Pro- 


feſſion; and totally incompetent - to the Taſk of Inſtruction ; _ 


mere Amanuenſes ; Retailers. of Diſcourſes; and have no other 
poſſible Way of addreſſing their Audience, than as Stage-players, 
with Words, and Sentiments, not their own. Theſe, ſometimes 
carry, away Applauſe from an undiſcerning Multitude ; but if they 
chance to ſhine, it is like the Bird in the Fable, with borrowed 
Plumes. Nay, ſuch have ſeldom Opportunity to ſele& even proper 
Subjects; there is but one Requilite ;—if their Sermons are ſuf- 
ficiently ſhort, they are fully adapted to their Purpoſe. 

Another Impeachment of Character is, Inattention to Duty. It is 
eaſy to obſerve the Indifference, and Reluctance, which ſome diſplay 
in the Diſcharge of the Clerical Function. They manifeſt a Diſ- 
inclination, which diſcovers it to be a Work of Neceflity, not of 
Choice. Hence they appear awkward in the Performance. They 
do not even read with Propriety. A School-boy Lecture would be 


ſometimes more tolerable, They do not wy equal a” 5 n 
| © 


© 93 pw 
the Pulpit, and Deſk, as in common Diſcourſe ; where, perhaps, 
they can expreſs themſelves with as much Propriety as others. This 
their Manner, is evidently owing to want of Effort ; and this again, 
is the Effect of Diſſipation, and conſcious Inability. Indeed, with- 
out uncommon Effrontery, he muſt needs appear with an ill Grace 
before an Audience, whoſe Life, and Doctrine, are a perfect Con- 
traſt; and who, however orthodox he may ſeem in Printiple, is 
heterodox in Practice. FVV 
A Clergyman, like a Sentinel, ſhould be on his Duty. An in- 
duſtrious Huſbandman, or Mechanic, is always oceupied in his 
Buſineſs, and conſtantly at hand, either to do it, or ſee it 'duly per- 
formed. In like manner, ought ſuch to pay a ready Attentisn to the 
Duties of his Station—lInſtead of which, there are negligent 
Shepherds, who relinquith their Flocks, or conſign them to the Care 
of others, perhaps as unconcerned about them as themſelves, Thus. 
the dead are left to bury the dead : Parochial Duties, particularly 
thoſe attended with no immediate Profits, are diſmiſſed: The Sick, 
in courſe, are ſometimes left to languiſh, and die, without the Com- 
fort of a Paſſport into the e ; and Infants expire, without 
having ever received Baptiſm. Theſe things will unavoidably happen 
in ſome Circumſtances; but are chiefly. owing” to Neglect. If 
they are conſequential, that Neglect mult be criminal; if not, our 
Office is uſeleſs. Such as theſe then, cannot; with any Propriety, be 
eſteemed Labourers in the Lord's Vineyard; but Idlers rather. 
The laſt thing I ſhall mention in this unworthy Character is, 
Attachment to the World. Immoderately addicted to its Follies, . 
we ſee ſome almoſt loſt in the Purſuit, their Mind becomes in- 
toxicated,. and themſelves, like Numbers of thoſe whom they under- 
take to inſtruct, are decidedly Lovers of Pleaſures, more than Lovers of 
God They entirely loſe ſight of their Profeſſion. One Day in 
the Week they are Clergymen, and all the reſt of it mere Laymen, 
Men of the World. Indeed, the Clergyman, is a Character they 
are almoſt aſhamed of, and which, there is Reaſon to think, ſome 
would actually diſclaim, were it conſiſtent with their Intereſt. In- 
deed, it is Pity that ſach heterogeneous Compounds could not be 
perſuaded to give up their Pretenſions. No Loſs whatever could 
pdſſibly accrue to the Church from their Abdication, 
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It is ſuch as theſe, who, unconſcientious, regardleſs of Honour, 
and Virtue, often ſqueeze themſelves into Preferment by undue 
Means. If they light on a Balak, or thoſe who are able to promote 
them, they immediately inſinuate themſelves into Favour, by Fawn- 
ing and Flattery ; by partaking with them in their Vices, and exe- 
cuting any dirty Employ they chooſe to engage them in. Deter- 
mined at all Events, like the World about them, to take: care of their 
temporal, whatever becomes of their better Intereſts ; they ſcruple 
not to comply. with the Humour, or Avarice of Patrons, and reſolve, 
Naur how, to ſecure an Indepedence. 

Such is the rotten Part of our Conſtitution, which too often: meet 
with the Encouragement they do not deſerve; whilſt many whoſe 
Conduct is irreproachable, their Diligence apparent, and who ſhew 
themſelves ſuperior to worldly Temptation, go. unnoticed, and unre- 
warded. Nor is the above Deſcription ideal. It is a Picture of what 
really exiſts ; and it were eaſy to-produce the Originals.“ 

Since then it appears that we are clean, but not all; it is recom- 
mended to the Laity to ſet.a greater Value upon thoſe who are praiſe- 
worthy, and to afford them every Encouragement. In general, Peo- 
ple give themſelves too little Concern about the Virtues, or Vices of 
their Clergy.. Provided you bear not too hard upon them with re- 
ſpect to their Tythes, they can.endure almoſt any other Evil. But 
fince it is a-Truth, juſtified by Experience, that one bad Clergyman 
does more Harm in a Pariſh than many good ones can rectify, it is a 
Matter of moment. If, therefore, a Curate of bad Morals ſhould be 
thruſt upon you, there are Modes of Redreſs. An Endeavour, nay 
a Reſolution, to exterminate ſuch, if after proper Remonſtrances they 
remain unreclaimed, would be laudable. It is a Matter of ſome Im- 
rtance too, that your Miniſter ſhould be qualified : To ſuppoſe any 
Thing will ſerve Your Turn, is to imagine your Souls of leſs Con- 

ſequence than other Peoples. When your. Bodies are diſtempered, 
you conſult the moſt able of the Faculty; Will you truſt your im- 
mortal Concerns to a careleſs, and injudicious ſpiritual Phyſician ? 
You. ought: then to conſider a worthy, and capable Clergyman, as a 
Seligabls, Acquiſition: Nor think that want of Preferment is any 
| D | Ground 
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Perhaps this may be deemed too pointed an Expreſſion; but ginge it muſt be acknowledged, 
there are ſome bad Livers among the Clergy, aon ſo, in. almoſt n Din, where would : 
be the Difficulty? _ 6 


CV) 
Ground for Contempt; but rather Want of Virtue. The fooliſh 
World weighs all Things in the Golden -Balance.—Encourage the 
good then. Here, much is in the Power of the Laity * Patrons, 
and Perſons of Influence, Who ' countenance the worthleſs, act the 
Part of unjuſt Stewards, and caſt Pearls before Swine—It has been 
{aid—the Clergy are too numerous for an adequate Proviſion to 
be made for all—divide' the clean from the unclean; ſeparate the 
good from the bad; exclude the latter; and the Objection will 
in a great Meaſure be obviated But here, let me remind you by 
the way—that it will not juſtify any in confidering their Miniſter 
as bad, becauſe he may have been guilty of an Error: J mention 
this, for that Malice and Pique, are apt both to magnify, ' and 


multiply Faults. A ſingle Lapſe is inſufficient to denomifate a 


bad Perſon. God himſelf is not ſo extreme to mark what is dene 
amiſs, Caſual Infirmities are undoubtedly Blemiſhes, in Proportion 
to their Magnitude, and Frequency: But we do net term Noah, 
Lot, David, bad Men; though we know they fell into very grievous 
Errors. It is the conſtant Habit, the uniform, and perpetual Prac- 
tice, that.conſtitutes the Reprobate.. Sg 

For you, my Brethren, who are conſcious of having acted the 
upright Part, may you continue to recommend Yourſelves, and your 
Profeſſion, by a laudable Behaviour. And ſhould your Encoufage- 
ment not prove equal to your Merit; yet be not caſt down. When 
our Great Maſter was queſtioned by Peter, Le, we have left all, and 
followed Thee; What ſhall we have therefore ?F You know the Reply 
Our Reward:is two fold; —internal Peace,—heart-felt Satisfaction: 
_ — Theſe we have in Poſſeſſion. The other is in Reverflon; but no 
leſs certain; a Reward eternal in the Heavens. In the Race we run 
here we are not always ſucceſsful ; but for that Great Prize, virtu- 
ous Endeavour will bear away the Palm of Victory The Reflection 
of being neglected, it muſt be owned, is a ſtrong Temptation to the 
- Weakneſs of human Nature, to let go its Integrity, and probably it 
may, after repeated Diſappointments, have cauſed ſome to ſwerve 
from the Line of Rectitude. Good Reaſon have we therefore to 
beſeech the Almighty Father, that our Faith fail not: But let us 
I have known'Inſtances, {doubtleſs many might be adduced,) of Perſons, well efteemed, who 


| r able to retain even the trifling Emoluments of a Curacy ; but have been ſuperſeded 
by ſuperior Intereſt, or Caprice, to give Way to an Ignorant, or a profligate Succeflor, | 
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not complain, that we have cleanſed our Hands in vain—To remind 
you, of how little. real Valuation: the Redundancies of Life are, and 
how ſhort their Duration, would be to teach you what you already 
know; and to recommend Content, and Acquieſcence to the Divine 
Diſpenſations, to You would be ſuperfluous :. It is a Doctrine, the 
full Conviction of which, renders you paſſive, and compliant. And 
be aſſured, that ſhewing yourſelves ſuperior to little Things, re- 
dounds to your Honour; rather than operates to your Diſcredit. 
For, could you prevail upon Yourſelves to refign your Modeſty, your 
Senſe of Right, and Wrong; in a Word, Durſt you commence Men 
of no Principle, you might ſtand a Chance of bettering your Con- 
dition : But the Hour is coming, when all Things here will be as if 
they had never been; they that marry, as if they married not; and 
they that poſſeſs, as though they had not poſſeſſed; then nothing 
but a good Conſcience, reſulting from à right Behaviour, will ſtand 
you in any ſtead. . res | | 
For thoſe, who walk diſorderly among us, what will they do in the 
Day of Viſitation? When the Great Shepherd ſhalll divide the Sheep 
from the Goats, the clean from the unclean. Will they plead, Lord 
in thy name we have done this, and the other Thing ? The Anſwer 
will be, Depart from me, I know you not, ye workers of Iniquity.* — 
For God's ſake, for their own ſake, and for the ſake of thoſe over 
whom they are made Overſeers, if ſuch have no Regard to their own 
future welfare, let them not, by the moſt pernicious of all Examples, 
betray others into the Paths of Sin; ſo imitating that fallen Archangel, 
who allured a Part of the Celeſtial Inhabitants into the ſame Con- 
demnation with himſelf. Let them, at leaft, be reſerve ; not openly 
ſcandalous: So will. they receive their own Puniſhment only, as 
Hypocrites : Otherwiſe, they will have to atone, in a great Meaſure, 
for the Errors of thoſe, whom their Miſcondu& may have miſled. 
For a Concluſion— Although the offenſive Behaviour of ſuch, 
reflects no Diſgrace upon you, my Reverend, worthy, and virtuous - 
Brethren, in the Eyes of the conſiderate ; rather, by their Shade, 
your Virtues ſhine the brighter: Yet, it muſt be confeſſed, they are 
obnoxious; like the Philiſtines to the . Iſraelites, #hey are Goadt in 
your Sides, You, as conſcientious and regular Livers, muſt eſteem it 
be | diſgraceful 
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diſgraceful to be put upon a Level, or even named with ſuch. And 
though it is Matter of fome Concern, to ſee them at any Time 

- exalted, and yourſelves overlooked; and that, like the Man at the 
Pool of Betheſda, others, leſs worthy perhaps, ſtep in before you; 
yet take this for your Conſolation ; that though the Pity may fall 

upon a ; the Blame of neglected Merit will naturally fall where 
it ought. . y 1 1 
. therefore, my dear Friends, planting and watering, as 
truſty Labourers in the Lord's Vineyard, having an Eye only. to that 
Recompence of Reward, which he ſhall one Day beſtow upon all his 
faithful Servants. | & 1 1p 007; gra is; ! 
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